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33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–01 Edition)§ 175.11

Subpart B—Personal Flotation
Devices

§ 175.11 Applicability.
This subpart applies to all rec-

reational vessels that are propelled or
controlled by machinery, sails, oars,
paddles, poles, or another vessel.

[CGD 92–045, 58 FR 41608, Aug. 4, 1993]

§ 175.13 Definitions.
As used in this subpart:
(a) ‘‘Personal flotation device’’

means a device that is approved by the
Commandant under 46 CFR Part 160.

(b) ‘‘PFD’’ means ‘‘personal flotation
device’’.

§ 175.15 Personal flotation devices re-
quired.

Except as provided in § 175.17:
(a) No person may use a recreational

vessel unless at least one PFD of the
following types is on board for each
person:

(1) Type I PFD;
(2) Type II PFD; or
(3) Type III PFD.
(b) No person may use a recreational

vessel 16 feet or more in length unless
one Type IV PFD is on board in addi-
tion to the total number of PFD’s re-
quired in paragraph (a) of this section.

[CGD 81–023, 55 FR 32034, Aug. 6, 1990, as
amended by CGD 92–045, 58 FR 41608, Aug. 4,
1993]

§ 175.17 Exemptions.
(a) A Type V PFD may be carried in

lieu of any PFD required under § 175.15,
provided:

(1) The approval label on the Type V
PFD indicates that the device is ap-
proved:

(i) For the activity in which the ves-
sel is being used; or

(ii) As a substitute for a PFD of the
Type required on the vessel in use;

(2) The PFD is used in accordance
with any requirements on the approval
label; and

(3) The PFD is used in accordance
with requirements in its owner’s man-
ual, if the approval label makes ref-
erence to such a manual.

(b) Canoes and kayaks 16 feet in
length and over are exempted from the
requirements for carriage of the addi-

tional Type IV PFD required under
§ 175.15(b).

(c) Racing shells, rowing sculls, rac-
ing canoes and racing kayaks are ex-
empted from the requirements for car-
riage of any Type PFD required under
§ 175.15.

(d) Sailboards are exempted from the
requirements for carriage of any Type
PFD required under § 175.15.

(e) Vessels of the United States used
by foreign competitors while prac-
ticing for or racing in competition are
exempted from the carriage of any PFD
required under § 175.15, provided the
vessel carries one of the sponsoring for-
eign country’s acceptable flotation de-
vices for each foreign competitor on
board.

[CGD 92–045, 58 FR 41608, Aug. 4, 1993; 58 FR
51576, Oct. 4, 1993, as amended by CGD 97–023,
62 FR 33365, June 19, 1997; USCG–1998–3799, 63
FR 35533, June 30, 1998]

§ 175.19 Stowage.

(a) No person may use a recreational
boat unless each Type I, II, or III PFD
required by § 175.15 of this part, or
equivalent type allowed by §175.17 of
this part, is readily accessible.

(b) No person may use a recreational
boat unless each Type IV PFD required
by § 175.15 of this part, or equivalent
type allowed by §175.17 of this part, is
immediately available.

[CGD 81–023, 55 FR 32034, Aug. 6, 1990]

§ 175.21 Condition; size and fit; ap-
proval marking.

No person may use a recreational
boat unless each PFD required by
§ 175.15 of this part or allowed by § 175.17
of this part is:

(a) In serviceable condition as pro-
vided in § 175.23;

(b) Of an appropriate size and fit for
the intended wearer, as marked on the
approval label; and

(c) Legibly marked with its approval
number, as specified in 46 CFR part 160.

[CGD 81–023, 55 FR 32034, Aug. 6, 1990, as
amended by CGD93–055, 61 FR 13926, Mar. 28,
1996]

§ 175.23 Serviceable condition.

A PFD is considered to be in service-
able condition for purposes of § 175.21(a)
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